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"bird killed (Jjj gf)" made a san-ching.   It is evidently in
this latter sense that the term is used in these Records.

Then we have the "gradual teaching" which to Yuan-
chuang's mind was intimately connected with the heresy of
sanctioning flesh-food. Here we have a reference to an old
division of the Buddha's personal teachings into "gradual
(or progressive)", chien (fff) and "instantaneous", tun (H).1
Of these the former, according to the Mahayanists, con-
tained all those scriptures which gave the Buddha's early
teaching, and also the rules and regulations which formed
the Vinaya. The Buddha suited his sermons and precepts
to the moral and spiritual attainments and requirements
of his audience. Those who were low in the scale he led
on gradually by the setting forth of simple truths, by
parable and lesson, and by mild restrictions as to life and
conduct At a later period of his ministry he taught
higher truths, and inculcated a stricter purity and more
thorough self-denial. Thus in the matter of flesh-food he
sanctioned the use of it as an ordinary article of food by
his own example and implied permission. Afterwards when
he found that some of his disciples gave offence by begg-
ing for beef and mutton, and asking to have animals killed
for them, and eating as daily food flesh which should only
be taken in exceptional circumstances he introduced
restrictions and prohibitions. But the "Instantaneous
Teaching", which took no note of circumstances and en-
vironments, revealed sublime spiritual truths to be com-
prehended and accepted at once by higher minds, taught
for these a morality absolute and universal, and instituted
rules for his professed disciples to be of eternal, unchang-
ing obligation.

The "Gradual Teaching" is practically coextensive
with the Hinayana system, and the Buddha describes
his teaching and Vinaya as gradual, growing and de-
veloping like the mango fruit according to some

i Hua-yen-yi-sheng-chiao-yi-fen-chi-chang (No. 1591): Ssii-chiao-
yi (No. 1569). In. the Chung-a-han-ching (No. 542) ch. 9 Buddha's
dharma and vinaya are described as gradual.